STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF BRAZORIA

CITY OF LAKE JACKSON

BE IT KNOWN that the City Council of the City of Lake Jackson met on Monday, August 3, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in Regular Session at 25 Oak Drive, Lake Jackson, Texas, in the Council Chambers at the Lake Jackson City Hall with the following in attendance: 

Bob Sipple, Mayor via video				William P. Yenne, City Manager	
[bookmark: _Hlk40769681]Vinay Singhania, Mayor Pro-Tem			Modesto Mundo, Asst. City Manager
Matt Broaddus, Council member			Alice A. Rodgers, City Secretary
Gerald Roznovsky, Council member			Sherri Russell, City Attorney
Buster Buell, Council member			Meagan Borth, Asst. to City Manager
Jon J.B. Baker, Council member			Pam Eaves, Finance Director

Staff remained in their offices ready to answer questions if needed.
											
Mayor Pro Tem lead the meeting until the arrival of Mayor Sipple.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Council member Roznovsky led the pledge of allegiance.

INVOCATION
Council member Buell led the invocation. 

VISITORS
There were no visitors present to speak on a non-agenda item.

PRESENTATIONS
There were no commendations.
CONSENT AGENDA
A. [bookmark: _Hlk47340352]Approval of Minutes – July 20, 2020 removed from agenda
B. [bookmark: _Hlk46841699]Resolution adopting a professional services agreement with the Texas Coalition for Affordable Power and a commercial electric service agreement with Gexa Energy 
C. Discuss and consider an Ordinance amending Ordinance Nos. 19-2181, 19-2190, 20-2200 to renumber the articles and add a new article in Chapter 62 Offences and Miscellaneous Provisions and to correct Section 98-88 to read Section 98-89 of Chapter 98 Traffic and Vehicles – First Reading
D. Accept Brazosport Chamber Tourism Annual Report

[bookmark: _Hlk47340684]On motion by Council member Baker second by Council member Buell with all members present voting “aye” the consent agenda was approved as follows:

A. Approval of Minutes – July 20, 2020 removed from agenda
B. Resolution adopting a professional services agreement with the Texas Coalition for Affordable Power and a commercial electric service agreement with Gexa Energy - passed
C. Discuss and consider an Ordinance amending Ordinance Nos. 19-2181, 19-2190, 20-2200 to renumber the articles and add a new article in Chapter 62 Offences and Miscellaneous Provisions and to correct Section 98-88 to read Section 98-89 of Chapter 98 Traffic and Vehicles – First Reading – passed on first reading
D. Accept Brazosport Chamber Tourism Annual Report - accepted

REQUEST FROM BOB CASALE TO END UNSOLICITED PHONE CALLS
Bobby Joe Casale was present to speak on unwanted telephone calls and asked Council to support Mr. Casale in his efforts to stop the unwanted telephone calls.  He has written to Representative Bonnen regarding this issue, written to the voice of the people.  He felt this was a form of trespassing.

Council member Roznovsky stated if the residents are getting an overabundance of these type of calls the Mayor could send a letter to the State letting them know we are seeing an overabundance of these calls.

Mr. Casale asked Council to follow through with a letter.

There were no further comments.

REQUEST TO REFUND SEWER CHARGES ON WATER BILL FOR FILLING THE HOTEL’S SWIMMING POOL - HANUMAN PATEL, SUPER 8 HOTEL
Hanuman Patel 915 Hwy 332 stated that last month he had the swimming pool at the hotel acid washed and refilled.  He was charged for sewer when he filled up the pool.   Mr. Patel stated his bill averages $1,800.  Since filling up his pool his bill is $4,000 because of the sewer fees. He asked that these fees be waived.  

Mr. Patel checked with the city of Galveston and was told they do not charge for sewer when you fill a pool.

Council member Baker asked how this has been handled in the past.

Mr. Yenne stated this has not happened very often, but when someone asked for an adjustment due to refilling a pool, they were not given an adjustment.

Council member Roznovsky stated that there has never been a policy in Lake Jackson to waive sewer fees for the filling up of a swimming pool.

Mr. Yenne stated the pool is a 52,000 gallon pool the sewer cost for that would only be $260 in sewer fees.  He stated there was a lot of additional water usage besides filling up the pool.  

Mayor Sipple entered the meeting at 6:45 pm

Mr. Mundo stated he checked with other communities in the area and no one gave discounts for filling pools.  Only Galveston gave an adjustment to commercial businesses to fill up a swimming pool.

Mr. Yenne stated that other water was used for repairs.

Council members felt there was a lot of water used that did not go in the pool.  They asked that the property be checked for leaks.

Mr. Patel asked if he had someone from the city comes and checks for leaks would the council be willing to adjust the bill.

Mr. Mundo stated there were an additional 10 days in this billing cycle as well.

Mr. Patel said he would come to the Council meeting next month to show his next bill.

Council member Roznovsky stated he did not want to wait until next month to decide if the city was going to waive the fees.  He did not believe the fees should be waived regardless of what Mr. Patel’s bill would be next month.

Council member Broaddus stated he would not mind seeing what Mr. Patel’s bill would be next month.

Council member Roznovsky stated that if Council waits until next month, Mr. Patel still has to pay his bill tomorrow.

Council member Broaddus asked what the philosophy behind tying the fees together.

Mr. Yenne stated that we do not meter sewer usage since it would be too costly, and the sewer rates would not be affordable.  Council could put a cap on sewer fees for commercial establishments.  He reminded them that sewer is the most expensive utility the city has.  If Council makes this change on the sewer side, then the water rates would have to go up to pay for the expenses of the utilities.  The sewer has to be treated.

Mr. Mundo told Council that the employees check for leaks around the meter, but do not go on private property to look for leaks.

Pam Eaves stated it will be hard to find a leak at a hotel.  At a residence you can have the resident turn off all the water inside to see if the meter is still going.  It is a little harder to do that with a hotel.

Council member Roznovsky moved to stay with the current policy of not refund sewer charges associated with the filling or refilling of a swimming pool, second by Council member Baker with all members present voting “aye” motion passed.

REQUEST FROM CHARLES CASTLEBERRY TO DELAY ENFORCEMENT OF SIGN ORDINANCE
Charles Castleberry showed newspaper articles speaking to the state of the economy during COVID-19.  He asked council to allow signs to stay out for another 60 days that state the business is open to attract customers.

Council member Roznovsky stated that a business could apply for a banner permit and get an extra 60 days.  The clock for sign permits was zeroed on August 1st so a business would have another 60 days for banners.  He said the Mayor talked to the Chamber and they felt going through the end of July was sufficient.

Mr. Castleberry said if the Council voted in the 60 days for banners, they sent a positive message and that is what is needed.

David Walton stated when the city reimplemented the sign ordinance staff was told to start enforcing the sign ordinance on August 1st with the banner clock starting over for all businesses to allow 60 days until the end of the year.  What was not further allowed were the temporary stick in the ground signs.


Council member Singhania suggested that with the holidays coming up and the struggle of the businesses, the sign ordinance be waved until the first of the year.  He thought the snipe signs should be allowed as well.

Council member Buell stated he felt this had already been discussed for two meetings.

Council member Roznovsky stated that people can put the snipe signs in their windows, and they have 60 days for banners.

Council member Singhania stated that right now businesses are hurting financially, and they do not want to spend their money on new signs.

Council member Buell stated that he felt this has already been voted on this.

Mayor Sipple stated he felt Mr. Castleberry had a right to come to Council to speak his position.

Council member Buell asked if the businesses know they can put banners out?

David Walton stated The Facts ran an article informing people/businesses about banners.  He reminded Council that if a business uses more than one banner, both banners count towards the 60 day count.  Mr. Walton stated his staff is educating the businesses one on one.

Council member Buell stated he was under the impression that Mr. Castleberry was not aware of the 60 day banners.

Council asked that Mr. Walton go to Mr. Castleberry’s office and explain the banner issue to him personally.

There was no further action

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 98 TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES TO ESTABLISH SCHOOL ZONE TIMES FOR THE 20-21 SCHOOL YEAR;  AMEND TIMES FOR PROHIBITED U-TURNS IN FRONT OF RASCO MIDDLE SCHOOL; AND DELETING TURNING PROHIBITIONS FOR THE OLD BESS BRANNEN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAMPUS – FIRST READING
On motion by Council member Roznovsky second by Council member Buell with all members present voting “aye” an ordinance amending Chapter 98 Traffic and Vehicles of the Code of Ordinances to establish school zone times for the 20-21 school year;  amend times for prohibited u-turns in front of Rasco Middle School; and deleting turning prohibitions for the old Bess Brannen Elementary school campus was passed on first reading.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING A 5.2-ACRE TRACT OF LAND LOCATED AT THE INTERSECTION OF FM 2004 AND SH 288 AS A PARK
On motion by Council member Baker second by Council member Singhania with all members present voting “aye” a resolution designating a 5.2 acre tract of land located at the intersection of FM 2004 and SH 288 as a park.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 14 BUILDINGS OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LAKE JACKSON, TEXAS, TO ADOPT THE 2018 INTERNATIONAL SWIMMING POOL AND SPA CODE AND AMENDING CHAPTER 51 PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS AND SPAS TO DELETE SECTION 51-1 – FIRST READING
David Walton stated that the State of Texas used to carry their own building code which mirrored the Building Code.  Texas has since said they will no longer carry their own code.  They have said that the cities have to adopt the 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code.

On motion by Council member Roznovsky second by Council member Singhania with all members present voting “aye” an ordinance amending Chapter 14 Buildings of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Lake Jackson, Texas, to adopt the 2018 International Swimming Pool and Spa Code and amending Chapter 51 Public Swimming Pools and Spas to delete section 51-1 was passed on first reading.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER RESOLUTION SETTING DATE AND TIME FOR PUBLIC HEARING FOR FISCAL YEAR 2020-021 ANNUAL BUDGET FOR AUGUST 17, 2020 AT 6:30 P.M.
On motion by Council member Roznovsky second by Council member Baker with all members present voting “aye” a resolution setting date and time for public hearing for fiscal year 2020-2021 annual budget for August 17, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. was passed

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER RESOLUTION SETTING PUBLIC MEETING ON THE PROPOSED TAX RATE OF $.328977 (PER 100) WHICH IS EQUAL TO THE NO NEW REVENUE RATE FOR THE CITY OF LAKE JACKSON FOR AUGUST 17, 2020 AND PLACING THE ADOPTION OF SAID TAX RATE ON THE COUNCIL AGENDA OF AUGUST 17, 2020
On motion by Council member Buell second by Council member Roznovsky with all members present voting “aye” a resolution setting public meeting on the proposed tax rate of $.328977 (per 100) which is equal to the no new revenue rate for the City of Lake Jackson for August 17, 2020 and placing the adoption of said tax rate on the council agenda of August 17, 2020 was passed.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 20-2193 CALLING THE GENERAL ELECTION TO AMEND THE TIME AND PLACE OF EARLY VOTING – FIRST READING
On motion by Council member Roznovsky second by Council member Buell with all members present voting “aye” an ordinance amending ordinance No. 20-2193 calling the General Election to amend the time and place of early voting was passed on first reading.

DISCUSS AND CONSIDER AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 20-2194 CALLING FOR A CHARTER ELECTION TO AMEND THE TIME AND PLACE OF EARLY VOTING – FIRST READING
On motion by Council member Roznovsky second by Council member Broaddus with all members present voting “aye” an ordinance amending ordinance No. 20-2194 calling for a Charter Election to amend the time and place of early voting was passed on first reading.

APPROVE CHANGE ORDER TO THE WOODLAND PARK CONTRACT WITH MATULA CONSTRUCTION IN THE AMOUNT OF $149,901.29 FOR THE REHABILITATION OF MIMOSA COURT
On motion by Council member Roznvosky second by Council member Buell with all members present voting “aye” approval was granted for a change order to the Woodland Park contract with Matula Construction in the amount of $149,901.29 for the rehabilitation of Mimosa Court.

DISCUSS PROPOSED FY 2020-2021 UTILITY FUND BUDGET & OTHER FUNDS
Mr. Yenne reviewed the Utility Fund budget and the changes that are proposed.

Council member Roznovsky asked if there were any changes to the sanitation fees. 

Mr. Yenne stated there will be a slight increase in the landfill fee 1.5%, an increase for recycling to cover transportation fee to Houston, and a slight increase in the wood grinding.

Mr. Mundo stated that the recycling is taken to Seabreeze and it is then transported to Houston.

Mr. Yenne reviewed the Golf Course Fund, Equipment Replacement Fund, Parks Fund, Unemployment Insurance, Special Events Fund, General and Utility Contingency Funds, Motel Occupancy Fund, Police Seizure Fund and the PEG Fund.

Discussion followed on the Festival of Lights not being held this Fall with Mr. Yenne suggesting putting up the lights and holding the Festival next year.

COVID-19 UPDATE
Mr. Yenne stated today Lake Jackson had 5 new cases and the day before 7.  Hopefully with most wearing their masks we will see a continued decrease in cases.

ITEMS OF COMMUNITY INTEREST
[bookmark: 4._ADJOURNMENT]Council member Baker said there was a great breakfast for Terri Cardwell.

Council member Roznvosky stated he and the Mayor attended the Blue Lives Matter event.  

Mayor Sipple stated that he felt the event was well attended for the Blue Lives Matter.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION – UNDER TEXAS GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 551.072 (DELIBERATION REGARDING REAL PROPERTY) FOR DISCUSSION ON OFFER TO PURCHASE PRIVATE REAL PROPERTY 
Mayor Sipple convened the meeting to executive session at 8:20 p.m.

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION
Mayor Sipple reconvened the meeting to open session at 8:44   p.m.

ADJOURNMENT
[bookmark: _Hlk44581598]There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 8:44 p.m.

These minutes read and approved this______ day of _____________________________ 2020.



								____________________________
Vinay Singhania, Mayor Pro-Tem
______________________________
Alice A. Rodgers, City Secretary
